Courting: 3. God’s Plan for Finding a Mate – Worksheet for ________________

	Here is a given outline so you can add your own notes.

I. Stay “asleep” or “go to sleep” in relation to the desire to have a mate or to get married.  Go to Sleep
· Biblical relationships were for the purpose of marriage

II. Wake up with the leadership of God-given authority figures. Wake up with Leadership
A. It allows someone to be in charge who can think more clearly.

B. It protects and directs the simplicity of youth with the wisdom of years.

III. Make a wise decision as much apart from emotion as possible to avoid defrauding. Wisely Decide
IV. Establish a secure relationship that includes physical purity and the winning of the lady’s heart.

Establish the Relationship

· The heavenly Father, with the Son, chose the Son’s bride.

· The Son of God came to win His bride.

· The Groom paid the greatest dowry of all history.

· The bride has the opportunity to accept or reject the Groom.

· The day we accept the Lord as Saviour we enter the betrothal relationship.

· He has given His love to us, and we are growing to love Him more every day.

· Our relationship is safe and protected. We cannot yet touch Him, but we will.

· Our marriage will take place after the rapture (Revelation 19:1-8).
V. These are basic principles to all aspects of life.

A. Focus on God.

B. Follow Leadership of Authorities

C. Make wise decisions apart from emotion and don’t defraud people.

D. Be careful to whom you give your heart.


Disclaimer:
From the content of this video one may come to the conclusion that once two people agree to get married, thinking it is God’s will, that a vow, agreement, or contract has been established and that the two are irreversibly engaged and have to get married. I do not believe this is the intent of the speaker, nor do I believe this is correct. Mistakes do happen, and at times a later courtship decision has to be made. It must be remembered that when approaching this decision of betrothal/courting/engagement seeking the Lord is very important so that one or both parties are not defrauded. But on the other hand, character is displayed in the last few months before marriage that can send up serious flags on either side and may need drastic action. There is no vow until the day of marriage. (Comments by Pastor James Watkins)

	Here are questions to answer as you view the tape (the pastor has the answer key).

1. Marriage is a __________________ and not a _________________.

2. The principles for getting married are not only for ______________________ but also for the _____________.

3. _____________________ purity is the only foundational support for __________ purity.

4. If children do not seek their __________ leadership they are going to bring ____________ to their parent’s lives.

5. What main emotion should definitely not be followed to determine marriage?

6. A worldly philosophy that is relatively new concerning marriage is what?

7. Put the following in proper order:  Will, Emotions, Mind

8. What is defrauding?

9. What takes place regularly, and people assume it is normal, but it is very wrong?

10. Once a relationship is clearly of God and is established, the two primary functions of the parents are what? 

11. Parents must learn to ________________ at the right time.

12. Being in love does not mean that the woman feels ______________ or feels ___________.

13. True or False: Length of time between meeting and marriage is spelled out in scriptures.

14. True or False: Wisdom says time to the marriage altar shouldn’t be more than a year.

15. Two words the Bible uses toward the subject of marriage is ____________ and _________.


Courting: #3 God’s Plan for Finding a Mate

1. Marriage is a covenant and not a contract. 

2. The principles for getting married are not only for Christians but also for the world.
3. Emotional purity is the only foundational support for physical purity.

4. If children do not seek their parent’s leadership they are going to bring heart break to their parent’s lives.

5. What main emotion should definitely not be followed to determine marriage? “falling in love”
6. A worldly philosophy that is relatively new concerning marriage is what? Marry for love; emotions over logic
7. Put the following in proper order:  2) Will, 3) Emotions, 1) Mind
8. What is defrauding? Raising expectations and then backing out
9. What takes place regularly, and people assume it is normal, but it is very wrong? defrauding
10. Once a relationship is clearly of God and is established, the two primary functions of the parents are what? Counsel and protection
11. Parents must learn to defer at the right time.

12. Being in love does not mean that the woman feels trust or feels cherished.
13. True or False: Length of time between meeting and marriage is spelled out in scriptures.

14. True or False: Wisdom says time to the marriage altar shouldn’t be more than a year.

15. Two words the Bible uses toward the subject of marriage are betrothal and espousal.
